136                Bismarck at tJte Congress.              [CHAP-

contrary, had supported them to the best of his ability.
More than once the German and Russian, representatives
had constituted a minority together in the Congress; but
for the most part German influence was successful in
obtaining the fulfilment of Russia's wishes. The Chancellor
experienced great difficulties on several occasions in settling
questions involving cession of territory to Russia, and only
surmounted them by plainly intimating that, if Russian
requirements should be denied, Germany would renounce
her participation in the Conference. We happen to know
positively that Germany would have carried her support
of Russia even further, had the latter put forward still larger
claims. That she refrained from doing so was not due to
any backwardness on the part of Germany, but to the fact
that Russia did not want to fight England, chiefly because
the Russians had forborne from seizing Constantinople and
the Straits at the right moment Having failed to do this,
they committed a grave political error in concluding such a
Treaty as that of San Stefano. In possession of the Dar-
danelles and Bosphorus, Russia could have looked forward
calmly to a naval war.

Proper consideration, therefore, was shown towards
Russia's equitable interests. Prince Bismarck had adhered
to the declarations made by him in the German Parliament ;
he had rendered every service to Russia that was compatible
with the safety of Austria-Hungary; he had opened up a
path between humiliation and a perilous war with England
and Austria to his old ally, exhausted by its desperate
struggle with Turkey. That he could not well do more
without causing Germany to incur the enmity of the rest of
Europe was perfectly clear; but not to the apprehensions
of Moscow and Petersburg. He had approved of the
diminution and division of Bulgaria, and of the occupation